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'82 Coup Plot Revelations: Raila Odinga's Biggest Political 
Mistake Ever  -  145 Were Killed In Kenyan Uprising

              

As I write this, events are still unfolding after the bombshell revelation concerning Raila and 
his father Jaramogi Oginga Odinga's involvement in the failed coup of August 1st 1982.  

In a Raila biography written by Nigerian, Babafemi Badejo that would have been the ideal 
campaign tool and weapon in his bid for the presidency, Agwambo confirms what many have 
suspected all along. And that is the fact that he was involved in the 1982 coup attempt to 
topple President Moi's constitutionally established government.  

Local newspaper columnists have either completely missed the point or have deliberately 
pretended not to see it. Raila should never have allowed the book to be published in the first 
place. While everybody would like the truth to come out, these revelations have for all intents 
and purposes ended any serious chances Raila ever had of becoming the next president of 
Kenya.  

On a personal level I love Raila. In my book he is the candidate with the cleanest record out 
of all those who have declared interest in the presidency so far. But it seems that my friend 
has just shot himself in the foot for no apparent reason.  

His admission of involvement in the 1982 coup plot ruins everything by introducing some 
very disturbing questions on the minds of Kenyans.   

Military coups are all about killing and taking over power by military, forceful and 
unconstitutional means. This means that Raila and his late father were prepared to kill to get 
political power. They did not succeed but many innocent Kenyans lost their lives in the 
process. Those who don't think this is serious should face the Kenyan mother who had a son 
in the regular armed forces and one in the Airforce. She was praying that both survived. She 
found the bodies of both at the City Mortuary. Not to mention the thousands of other Kenyans 
who lost their lives on that black August 1st. Many others who will carry the scars for the rest 
of their lives from watching people being killed or wives and daughters being raped. And for 
what?  

At the time, Moi had ruled for a mere 4 years and one of the reasons why the coup happened 
in the first place is that his style of leadership then was very laid back and non-confrontational 
(sound familiar?) Nobody likes a weak leader. So what the coup plotters announced on the 
radio that morning, to the effect that the long dictatorial rule of President Moi had come to an 
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end was propaganda nonsense. There weren't even any political detainees at that time.  

Meaning that the people behind the coup had no justification to use armed means to gain 
power. It means that they were after power for the sake of power. For Raila to be associated 
with such a group is nauseating to say the least.  

There are times when an armed struggle is justified; this was definitely not one of those times. 
If anything it would have set a dangerous precedent that may have turned Kenya into another 
Nigeria where bloody coups have for many years been an accepted way of life.  

This is the man who will ask Kenyans for their votes in 2007. It is true that Kenyans have a 
short memory and Raila should have taken advantage of that and left his past exactly where it 
was.  
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